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Motivation
The irony of today is that during the session I felt the most unmotivated about anything I’ve done for a long time. The main reason is feeling like I haven’t got the time to do the work necessary for this course and given the amount of work involved at the end of it, what do we get? We get a qualification that doesn’t seem to warrant a lot of respect. To tell someone that I’m working towards a City and Guilds certificate doesn’t seem to impress. From what I’ve just said you can tell more about me than the qualification, but my point, in part, is to do with motivation, and in another way it’s to do with elitism. 
I was educated within a system that encouraged elitist tendencies. Our teachers would pride themselves in telling us that we were amongst the top 10% that we were being given an opportunity we shouldn’t waste. Most of us didn’t. Even now my secondary school is one of the highest scoring schools in the country’s league tables.  Success breeds success. 
Earlier on today I watched Mikey in the canteen cutting cake in to portions.
I said “you could do with a ruler to measure the pieces fairly”.
She said “life isn’t fair so I don’t see why cake should be any different”.
This evening after class, some of us went to the pub. We spoke about how the education system has been re-orientated to offer a wider selection of people the opportunity to learn. I realised that what we’re part of is a conflict between two ideologies. One is the world of elitism the other of equal opportunity, both are embarked upon in the service, ultimately, of the survival of mankind. Some people believe educating humans is aimed primarily at satisfying market forces, and aiding in global competition. But it’s the solutions to the problems, the unfairness of life, nature, the world, existence throws at us. It’s possible that there is no correlation between whether an elitist or equal opportunity approach is taken that will determine a good outcome. It may be just the luck of the draw as to who processes what at the right or wrong time. 
In the scurry to offer equal opportunities I have noticed that the cart is often put before the horse. Undermining the quality of development in learning in order to apply an equal opportunities policy in an inappropriate way will result in the development of a dual education system. In other words back to where we were, a new elitist system. This might be one where the under class gets what looks like an adequate education, but which in reality is seen as a lower quality one. It’s only in a system where people don’t get the opportunity to choose to be educated in one system or the other that this won’t happen, while there’s choice it will. Given we pride our society on it’s options for choice it’s almost unavoidable that a dual system will occur if the main system doesn’t put quality as it’s primary objective.
So what’s the point of this tirade? Well outside of being an exercise in catharsis, my point is that for me I get motivation from feeling that I’m doing something because either it’s worthwhile in itself, because I enjoy the process of doing it, because I meet people through doing it, or that there’s some kind of reward. All of these things are met by doing this course, but there are two buts. One is that I am being coerced to do this course and I don’t like that, and the second one is that the qualification doesn’t carry a weight of respect that’s proportional to the amount of work involved. 

As the chef said “life isn’t fair” and no matter how much my teachers and course designers work on assessing my needs, they can’t change that fact. There is no way of making any serious learning painless. Motivation is not just about making things easy, it’s about helping people have the strength to bear suffering.
