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Much of today’s touched on the issues of teachers centred and she didn’t centred teaching processes.  At the moment it seems to be a trend that states that teacher centred teaching is bad and client centred is good.  But this doesn’t take into consideration that different situations and different subjects of learning might mean that the roles are reversed.  My point is not to say that clients centred tutoring is not on the whole a good approach, but that each situation warrants careful consideration.  For instance I have come from a background of 20 years in the martial arts world and have witnessed a training process that offers little client centred consideration.  It may be possible to argue that karate students would generally learn more and develop in a superior way if it were so, and I have observed tutors who have tried a more sympathetic approach.  Likewise I have noted that the Israeli army approaches training in quite a different manner to the British Army.  It is rare for an Israeli soldier to tell you of their experience of being shouted at and demeaned as a significant part of the training process.  It is also true that often parts of the learning process will be painful, whether that pain is experienced in the loss of recreational time, emotional stress, financial loss, isolation and that pain of realisation and regret.  Much of the session today also look at the processor motivation and its effect on learning especially via feedback.  Within the process of learning comes a realisation that we learn from our mistakes and often what hurts can be used to make ourselves stronger and improve us.  So what is in trying to say is that although I want to be seen as a good tutor and to be liked by my students, ultimately for any significant learning to occur both my students and myself need to be aware that some aspects will not be painless no matter what lengths we go to in order to try to make learning a pleasurable experience.
In my own classes one way that I tried to help students their pain of learning when we go through difficult times is to offer some understanding of their plight.  Although I often say to my classes that “the problem shared is a problem doubled” the reality is that through sharing our experience the burden is lightened

