Teacher Training Personal development journal
Session 7 14/11/2003
Talking about an evolution
I’m tired, it’s been a long week. There’s an assignment to finish by next week and on Saturday we have a teacher training session. Next week I start a new job. I spoke to my new line manager and he sounded as unprepared as me.

So today’s session was about contemporary teaching issues. From a global to a national perspective our role was defined as if we were part of a great march in the service of capital growth. Last week I saw the latest version of the Matrix, a film partly about mans quest from being at the mercy of machines, mere batteries to power the omnipresent computer. 

The “realities” of modern life lull us in to joining the march, but I have to remind my self why I’m here. Partly it’s to pay my way, though not primarily, there’s far more money in IT, teaching is a pleasure for me, but as it slowly dawns us that what comes first is training up the army and not being part of a relationship between humans in the service of connectivity and expansion of awareness, I feel a bit uncomfortable. I have bought a load of books recently, some of them are like instruction manuals but there’s one that I connect with, “When teaching becomes learning” in this book the author questions much of the contemporary  way of doing things, offering other ways to balance these ideas with others.

Our guest tutor sits and talks to the class, uses power point, has an agenda, asks for questions but looks a bit put out when we start asking too many. I draw him, he has an interesting face, he is kind and a bit vulnerable looking. Because I was drawing his words roll over me and I take most of what he says in, others in the class said they switched off.

I have noticed lately how I’m beginning to back off from speaking so much in class, to offer pauses after making a point. I’m learning to allow time for others to think things through, time to digest ideas, keep or dismiss what they want. My Monday “Dreamweaver class” has a few students who seem to know as much as me, but instead of competing with them we’re beginning to work as a team on a quest for understanding the package.  

I have an all day class on Monday too, many of the students don’t want to take the exam, it’ll make them feel too anxious, and they see the course in terms of their own personal benefit. What will the government do with / to people who won’t play ball when it comes to qualifications? The question on my lips is “What are we trying to help people do, become slaves to the machine or use what we teach them to find a way to develop as they need?” It’s as if the idea of client centred teaching is ultimately not client centred at all. It’s a cy7nical view I know but there’s some validity to it. 

