Teacher Training Personal development journal
Session 4
A large circular desk formation this week, I looked across to Celine and Paul, both are fantastic characters to draw but it feels rude to do so. On my right was Jane and my left Pat. After the session those two and Shani (?) came to the pub with me. The reaso0n I mention it was that duringb the4 session I’d made a joke which brought attention to Shahni being foreign. It wasn’t malicious, but it played on my mind and when I got in I wrote an email to her apologising if I’d offended her. The reason I mention it here is that a couple of days previously in my Open Learning class one of my students had said “That’s a bit Irish”. I immediately said “you can’t say that” to which she retorted “Well I’ve got loads of Irish blood in me”. That wasn’t the point, a fellow student just two places away was Irish and did take offence to it.  Now I’m not one to get too Politically Correct, however I accept that being sensitive to other peoples feelings is important. What I didn’t take on board at first though was how in such a situation I should be more diplomatic when it comes to admonishing someone who steps out of line. I should have waited and talked to the Student who made the comment privately later on, that way I wouldn’t have pushed her in to a corner.
During the session I volunteered to do a talk next week regarding disability issues. I’m  both looking forward to doing it and a bit anxious, it’s such a complicated area that 15 minutes won’t do it nay justice…… and for most people it’s pretty difficult stuff to come to grips with at first.

I took on a new class this week, they’d been mucked about with different tutors over the last 4 weeks so they were pretty ready to blow when I got them. I’d spent the weekend learning both the operating system and the program they’d be using, but for me the purpose of this first session with them was to assess them and see what they needed the curse to consist of. I went home and spent 3 hours 1 night and another 3 the next drawing up their schedule of work…… I had also gone out and bought an Apple Mac G5 computer so I can get to grips with it. Even if I teach the course over the next 3 terms I still won’t earn enough to cover the cost of the computer, but I will be in a position to be able to teach on that system too.
