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This was our first session back after Christmas, the break hadn’t felt long enough nor had I got done the work I’d planned on doing. This wasn’t on account of laziness, instead I had a lot of lesson plans to prepare along with some schemes of work. The assignments seem to prove difficult not because they are conceptually difficult but because one spends most of the time searching out the required information. I resent this, feeling that we are being made to jump through unnecessary hoops at the expense of learning about teaching. I question how much I’m learning in proportion to the amount of effort I’m putting in. I bring this up because this demonstrates to me the difference between courses that are brought about through the desire of students to learn from them, and are in themselves at the mercy of student’s belief that the courses are appropriate and those that are forced on students, as ours is. If this course was at the mercy of market forces I feel it would go under because it’s inefficient. My criticism isn’t aimed at what goes on in the class room (far from it) but at the assignments. I spend more time trawling through books trying to identify relevant information for an essay than actually focusing on issues. What I’d prefer to see is a more streamlined set of resources that would enable me to find the appropriate information and get to grips with it, rather than reading extraneous quantities of irrelevant words. For my own students I try hard to point them in the direction of relevant web sites in terms of their further learning. What I find ironic about the course is that our needs as busy tutors are not considered, and the powers that be seem to deem it more important to develop our abilities as researchers rather than just getting down to the business of teacher training.  – Rant over!!!!
Most of today’s lesson was about “getting back in to it” / “Orientation” Those classes I have which are continuing from last term seem to be effected by the students having children who they need to look after during the day and are unable to come to class until the kids are back at school. This means a certain amount of going backwards so the “late” arrivers can catch up. For example only half my ECDL class turned up last week which means next Monday I’ll have to repeat the lesson.
During today’s session we spoke about feelings regarding the course, what we felt we learned from the last course, we also played a name game. I thought today as I took a new class that we might do some ice breakers but I thought it may be a good idea to let the students relax for a week first.

For your amusement: An ice breaker:
A person goes up to another person and asks “How much does a polar bear weigh?” The other person says they don’t know, and asks what the answer is. The first person declares they don’t know either but they thought “it might break the ice”
