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The importance of success cannot be overstated however during our journeys of learning will be many times when we will feel that we are failing. It is not so much that we can avoid these experiences but it is learning how to cope with them that is both the task of a tutor and student.  Part of my experience of teaching has been to balance encouragement with accurate and truthful feedback.  I’ve had many lessons where student will feel that they are failing and cannot understand and in turn I have felt that I am being of little help to them.  Then through a moment of Enlightenment the student seems too “get it”.  Suddenly the whole difficult process seems worthwhile and the same amount of passion that shook the words of frustration now glints in their joy.  It is easy to get carried away when the going gets tough with thoughts that a student may feel suicidal, or worse still feel like leaving a course, and from this we develop and almost paranoiac fear that can stop us from saying anything negative to a student.  Sometimes it is through very painful negative things that we learn about ourselves the most.  Of course I don’t mean that it is wise to condemn students as a matter of course however seeing success as a sibling of failure is probably worth bearing in mind.  I suppose what I’m trying to say is that it is funny that there is not a lesson titled “the importance of failure”.
There’s an interesting section in the book by John Holt “how children fail” in which he describes the reactions of children when he plays a game with them where they have to get a number between one and 1000.  The children were allowed to ask whether the number was higher or lower than a certain number.  When a child asked him if the number was over 500 he said no and a child took on an expression of dejection.  Now maybe it was because the child didn’t understand that a yes or no answer were equal in this situation but most probably it was the word “no” that did the damage.  As both a tutor and someone who is interested in personal relationships it is interesting to watch myself to see how often I use the word “no” in situations where “yes” would be just appropriate.  This may be just a symptom of who I am but a friend pointed out to me that in England people tend to say “no” where as in America people tend to default to the word “yes”, or “sure”. 

Here is a copy of what Nelson Mandella read during his inauguration speech:

Our Greatest Fear
Marianne Williamson from her book A Return to Love 
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Our greatest fear is not that we are inadequate,
but that we are powerful beyond measure.
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It is our light, not our darkness, that frightens us.
We ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant,
gorgeous, handsome, talented and fabulous?
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Actually, who are you not to be?
You are a child of God.
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Your playing small does not serve the world.
There is nothing enlightened about shrinking
so that other people won't feel insecure around you.
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We were born to make manifest the glory of God within us.
It is not just in some; it is in everyone.
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And, as we let our own light shine, we consciously give
other people permission to do the same.
As we are liberated from our fear,
our presence automatically liberates others.
