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Personal development journal
Session seventeen lesson 4 term 2
Nina had called me earlier on in the week to tell me I had to hand my first assignment in. It’s been finished since around Christmas however I was waiting on some of the “evidence” – application forms – to be sent to me so I hadn’t handed it in yet. Anyway I handed it on Tuesday evening and tonight it was passed back to me with tick in the4 pass box. So that was a relief and in its own way motivating. To see that one assignment can be done and fulfil the requirements means other can too, it’s just a matter of application, and aptitude. Nina had also read through some of the personal journals too and during the lesson wrote out a list of page numbers from books which she felt might be useful. Now I realise she hasn’t read mine yet so it’s not because of me, but it’s moving, and a good example to us, to see that she listens, considers and takes action regarding feedback.
Penny spoke to the class about our assignments, then Paul, one of our classmates, spoke briefly about risk management and then Nina did a section on planning courses and whether learning outcomes should be “set”. The word “set” is ambiguous, does it mean set as in “created” or set as in “set in stone” or unchangeable? The answer probably depends greatly on whether your course is one that aims to get someone through a qualification or if it’s in the service of satisfying student’s desires to learn about something. One thing I noticed as we fed back our thoughts to the class was that most people didn’t seem to consider the importance of “course funders” within the process of designing courses. 

Perhaps every lesson should have a “And now a word from our sponsors” section just so students get an idea of how politicised the education system is.
