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Personal development journal
Session sixteen Term 2 lesson 3
I got to today’s session about five minutes late, normally Nina doesn’t start our session’s dead on time and leaves a short period for what she calls “housekeeping”.  As I walked towards the class room I realised the door was shut and the lesson had started.  I opened the door to find that Nina had the person who is going to mark our assignments talking to the class, her name is Penny. I felt a bit awkward and partly a little resentful that there wasn’t a consistent rule to when the class started, but then I realised that it was my responsibility to be there on time. One thought that came to me from this situation was that in one of my classes I start about quarter of an hour earlier than its formal schedule. This is because it helps the mothers in the class who need to pick their kids up from school get their full two hours worth.  However in reality what really happens is that I get to the session half an hour before its formal beginning and 15 minutes later people begin to dribble in.  By the time we get to the time when the class would have started formerly everyone has turned up, what this means is that no matter what time one steps there is always a margin in which people feel it is okay to arrive.

Most of today’s session was spent drawing up a mind map of issues around the planning of a course.  Although most of us got the main points down I came out feeling as if I wanted some direction as to where I could get further academic information regarding this subject.  What I’m trying to say is that there is a dichotomy here between my needs as a learner (which is to find out more about teaching, and therefore satiated by this session) and my needs as an assignment writer for the qualification (which is to pinpoint academic research regarding this subject to the examiners).  In other words although I accept that a big responsibility is on my shoulders to gather information from assignments I feel a need for help from the classes in relation to this. What this makes me reflect on is how difficult it is to differentiate between whose responsibility is whose when it comes to studying and teaching. 

One thing that we seem to touch on in this session which we felt wasn’t an officially correct answer to “what factors influence the design of a course” was the ideology of the course creator. I think what we were trying to touch on was a realisation that because we are doing is very much wrapped up in a political point of view.  For instance one thing I am beginning to become very aware of is how having classes of such diverse abilities means that ultimately those with the greatest ability are kept behind.  And that generally speaking political fairness is more important than learning.  It is not my point of view that there should be an elite who get to study while the rest are left to rot but I do think that harnessing ability is one of our most precious resources when it comes to enhancing the human races destiny.
I’d like to end by using a quote from a Billy Bragg song and then changing it to suit the scenario: “This isn’t a court of justice this is a court of law”

My version might say

“This isn’t a class of learning this is a class of ……. [fill in as desired]”

