Simon Smith

7407 Stage 2 2003  2004 

Personal development journal
Session fifteen

Today’s session was about jargon and although my initial reaction to this was slightly negative my attitude changed as I thought about my own students who, at least those who are on beginners have to learn the jargon of IT. Generally speaking though the terminology used in IT has clearly defined meaning and what I found difficult about lesson today was there much of the terminology is very difficult to differentiate between.  For instance it was hard to understand what the difference was between “objectives” or “aims”.  I realise that when one is immersed in the subject area it is quite easy to understand the subtle meanings to words however one of the things I noticed today was even within the educational system it isn’t clear cut what the jargon means, Nina agreed with us that there were some ambiguity.  For instance curriculum is supposed to mean all that is encompassed within the educational establishment (such as our college) and yet we have curriculum leaders who are heads of departments.  If anything today’s lesson has helped me to reflect on the difficulties my own students face when having to learn to use the terminology.
