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The principles of teaching is the heading of this session which basically looks at what techniques can facilitate learning and what advantages and disadvantages may come from using such techniques. 
Most of the teaching I do incorporates using computers and by their nature they facilitate learning. However on a few of the courses we still use text books which we use together with PC’s in a class in the traditional manner.  These textbooks tend to make a point of getting the student to practise different functions as much as possible but no matter how exciting one can make a session the old adage “practice makes perfect” still stands. It is with this in mind that I often ask my students to spend even a small amount of time, let’s say 10 minutes, through the week between classes revising what we have covered during a lesson.  One of the main differences between studying to use computers and other subjects is that for most people the possibility of remembering all the different commands and sequences that are require to perform certain functions on a computer would be almost impossible.  And therefore much of what is entailed in teaching how to use a computer concerns the understanding of what a computer can do. Once one knows this one can work out how to do a function by using the help menu.  Of course there are many functions that do have to be remembered even at a basic level though more advanced courses it is not so much the step-by-step process that needs to be remembered it is that the process exists.  This idea of not learning by rote but instead on developing one’s ability to find out how to do something oneself fits extremely well into contemporary teaching ideology.
I remember one of my favourite tutors from Art School days used to read us a short story before starting a lesson, at the time I was very impressed by this however I do not feel that I could carry this off now. I think what I’m trying to say about this is that this tutor had the commitment towards this teaching technique whereas many tutors use techniques to hide behind.  Being able to differentiate between what techniques are used out of fear rather than, for want of a better word, love, is an ability worth developing before considering teaching techniques.  
There’s a line from a Bruce Springsteen song that I am reminded of, and it goes something like this
“On one hand he had tattooed the word love and on the other the word fear and in which handled he held his faith was never clear”

