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Personal development journal
Session twenty seven lesson 3 Term 3
We’re sitting in a café after this evening’s lesson. A few of the other students and I tend to socialise regularly after our sessions and tonight some of us fancied eating. As we finished one of the group’s mobile phone rang and it was our tutor. After they’d finished their conversation the phone got handed to me. My tutor was worried that she might have been a bit off hand about some of the class member’s concerns that a handout that utilised a diagram of a hand. One of the students was worried that it might have been insensitive to not ask me if it was ok to use it. I said that I didn’t have a problem with it. It is the continual identification of my arms as an issue that can become tiresome. My experience is that over time people tend to forget about my arms so if they bring it up it means they’re still focusing on them. I realise it’s hard for people to find a balance about being sensitive but I prefer a society where people are responsible for telling others how they feel, rather than one where everyone tries to presuppose what’s going on in the minds of others. Once again it’s a case of balancing caring for people’s possible needs and leaving room for people to feel free to be themselves. I veer towards the latter. When I first meet my students I tend to directly tell them that I can do most things but will ask if I need help, that way the boundaries are clearly defined early on.
It’s near impossible to draw up ground rules for all eventualities. Today I was teaching my digital camera class, we were outside in the old school play ground. At one point I started talking to the class and a couple of students continued talking to each other. I was quite short with them and shushed them in a sharp manner. As we sat in class tonight I thought about this situation, we were beginning to discuss assignment 113 which is about communication methods, and it occurred to me that this afternoon’s moment could be dealt with differently. I need to make clear to every one in the class when they must be quiet and when they can talk. It sounds dogmatic but if I make the boundaries clear I doubt they’ll be these difficult moments. Sometimes you point a finger and you end up with a slap around the face ….. did you see that coming? When we spoke about offering suggestions for improvements (read “criticisms”) it’s said we should sandwich a criticism between two compliments. Someone put it succinctly “stroke, slap, stroke”, she was the same one that brought up the suggestion that then hand diagram might be difficult for me, I didn’t suggest her “stroke, slap, stroke” comment could be seen as “handest” too.
I’ve started to knuckle down with the assignments, and get a grip on the work load. As I do the assignments I’ve posted them on my web site, firstly so I can get access to them if and when I need to, and also so some people can get an idea of how somebody else has approached the course. Today I got an email from a 7407 student who was taking a look at them and had written to me to say that it had helped her. What she probably didn’t realise is that hearing that I’m helping someone else has helped me to feel motivated. It’s good to feel this work might be appreciated beyond the realms of the course verifiers. This type of motivation isn’t one that my tutor or perhaps the course designers, or even I probably realised might be of any importance. If I’m not aware of my own internal goings on how likely will I be aware of others’?  The ability to bear not knowing helps in avoiding the dangerous endeavour of pretending we know things don’t.
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