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Session twenty six lesson 2 Term 3
Today I had a student stand up in the middle of a session and say that he was finding it too hard to keep up. His main difficulty concerned understanding and speaking English. I felt bad for him, and mentioned that maybe he should look in to doing an ESOL course but he seemed to just want to go.
One of the students in the same class is a wheelchair user who can walk a bit if aided. He has to get up several flights of stairs to get into the classroom. This evening I spoke to the person who deals with disability issues for the college and mentioned that I thought the college should put the computer rooms on the ground floor in all the colleges. She said that if they could provide an alternative for the same course at a different site which was accessible then they weren’t prosecutable. I came away feeling really angry because she almost had a tinge of “tough shit” about her. A case of “get real” from someone who I felt should be fighting for the needs of disabled people but instead she was quick to come up with an excuse that sounded as if she was fighting against them. For a start I wondered what would have been on offer for this man if he couldn’t have got up the stairs? Would they have put the course on elsewhere? As far as I know this course is the only one of its kind run by our organisation, so it would have meant relocating the course to another site. Would this have meant cancelling another course that was going on at the same time, or changing this course to another time, or holding it at a site across the other side of the borough? Would a special lesson be laid on just for him? 
When I look at the college buildings that are least accessible, these being the Munster and Dawes Road sites I can see that there are several rooms on the lower floors, there is also some space in the playground at Dawes and some next to the car park at Munster where maybe an accessible building could be positioned. My point is that I believe the college administrators are looking for ways out of dealing with this problem, most probably because of budgetary concerns, where as I want to get straight to the heart of the matter and provide accessible IT departments.

The mother of one of my kids is an adviser on disability legislation and tells me that these issues are not clear in law yet and won’t be until test cases have been decided upon in court. My feeling is that our college is not doing enough to solve this problem.

So back to my student who left the class this afternoon. Did he feel the same way about me? In his eyes was I not doing enough, did I not care for his needs, did he blame himself for something that was my responsibility too? And me what was I thinking? Did I think I had enough on my plate, was the rest of the class going to feel resentful if I slowed down the pace?
There’s a Chinese story that defines Heaven and Hell as identical. In both places the inhabitants have unbending chop sticks for arms. In Hell they all struggle to feed themselves, barely managing to get even a morsel from their dishes to their mouths but in Heaven they feed each other.

Tonight as I sit piously writing this is he sitting somewhere thinking that today was another shit day where he got let down by life or himself? His dilemma is mine and yours too, it’s the dilemma of how far should we go to help each other.
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