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Session twenty five lesson 1 Term 3
The clocks have changed and the season has moved on since we last had a lesson. This seemed to be the first session which was lit by sun rather than neon light. We’ve just had the Easter break and everyone seemed to look refreshed and happy to be back together. During the session I thought about a time when we’ll no longer be meeting and how the feeling would be mixed with relief that the “job” was done and a sense of missing the group. Today one of my own students had told me that she was having withdrawal symptoms during the break. The importance of relationships that develop within the educational sphere is something that has interested me for sometime so I have decided to choose for my educational issue assignment a subject that explores the human factor, or lack of it, in regards to e-learning.
In the class this evening Nina had to ask students not to talk while another student was talking to the class. I also had had to do the same thing to students in my class this afternoon. When they continued to talk again and again I felt angry, and possibly my requests for them not to talk became sharper each time. I realised after my session this evening that the first session back after a break probably has other more subtle aspects that encourage out of the ordinary behaviour. Who knows what “times away” and reuniting stirs up in different people.
I felt a bit guilty after being abrupt with my students however my fellow students in Nina’s class seemed to respect her for being strict. So too for the teacher the re-establishment of the relationship may create some psychological stresses. For instance I was looking forward to seeing my class today and meeting the new students, so when some of my other students “let me down” in front of the new students I took what for them was a friendly chat to be a gesture towards me. The chance that this was their intention is very unlikely, but we are, my reaction is a sign that I am, as they say, human.
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