Simon Smith

7407 Stage 2 2003  2004

Personal development journal
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Today I took a class in “Using a digital Camera and a scanner”. Half my class was planned to be about using a scanner, but the scanner wasn’t working. This has been the case for several weeks running despite my calls for it to be fixed in the meantime. My manager is on the course with me so I brought it up with him. His main response was to try to blame me. My point is that personal politics is the oil on which the system runs. This aspect of teaching was partly dealt with in our session today. 
The session was partly about moral and ethical issues revolving around teaching. It’s easy to list out what issues to watch out for but delivery is just as important as content. Charm is a bad word for what is often a process of tuning in to someone. Being receptive to our students goes beyond political correctness and requires an ability to see as much in to ourselves as we see in to others. My manager, his rebuke said more to me about his feelings towards me than my failings as a tutor. 
The first hand out we were given was a copy of an article from “The Times” in which the word “Girl” was shown to have such detrimental connotations that it’s usage will one4 day be seen as extremely inappropriate. The problem with focusing on words is that the intentions and motivations of the speaker are not as clearly defined as the offended party may believe. Our feelings toward each other are so complex that to fit someone in to a single box because of a word says more about the person who’s doing the pigeonholing than about the speaker.
One of my children who is only 9 was bullied the other day by a teenager. I felt like finding the kid and bullying him. I always fought against bullies, probably too much, and it is still an issue of mine that in the face of someone who’s trying a power trip I will over-react. My point is that it’s just as important to monitor one’s own feelings before thinking we can be empathetic. I have a song that seems appropriate to this session:
“Happy All the Time July ‘90

You cannot judge the man by the funeral
You cannot judge a man at all
You cannot hold a precious thing forever
One day you've got to let it fall

I cannot keep you happy all the time
I cannot say "I'm yours and you're mine"
I cannot say, "I'll love you forever"
But you know I'll keep you in my mind.

We cannot understand all our feelings
I cannot say I know how you feel
We cannot empathize in every way
But understanding helps the scars to heal.

Now they can not do what isn't right for them 
They can only help when it suits their needs 
They cannot do what they do not want 
If they want they’ll laugh while you bleed

She cannot say what’s right for her is right for him
They cannot search for meaning without pain
She suffers his light heart life for too long
Now he laughs at her as she takes him back again

You and I cannot deny the judging that we do
When we stand so proud in these justice halls
I used to think these walls could hear
But now I know it’s just these eyes have walls.”
In my “digital camera” course I checked with the students if it was ok to use their pictures on my web site.  This to me is a courtesy, but who is to say what is a courtesy? The problem is somewhat illustrated by the following analogy.
Being “in tune” is a bit like smoke signals, it’s all very good until you get a windy day. 
There are rules, which are different between every culture. And within every culture there are as many sets of rules as there are people. When I used the word “personal” in the phrase “personal politics” its significance lies in it’s mystery not its clarity.
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